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attack all kinds of insects on the wing. The sexes may be
easily distinguished by the prominent hypopygium in the
male and the pointed ovipositor in the female. They are very
variable in shape, from thin and narrow, after the manner of
Tipulids (e.g. Leptogaster),to large robust flies, strongly coloured,
like many of the larger Hymenoptera, to some of which, indeed,
a few bear a very strong resemblance (e.g. Laphria, Dasyllis,
Rhopalogastor, Mallophom and Promachus bomboides). The
wings are white or smoky.
The larvae live in rotting wood, leaves, etc., and under bark,
and are also predaceous. The pupae are free.
They have no economic importance, except in so far as they
help to keep down the inimical insect population.
THEEEVIDJE.
Antennae of three joints and terminal style ; proboscis
fleshy ; palpi two-jointed. Eyes of male holoptic or nearly
so. Genitalia not prominent; empodia absent.
Large flies, in general resembling the Asilidce in form and
habits, but the soft proboscis and less strongly developed legs
serve to distinguish them. The sexes may be determined by
the eyes.
The larvae differ considerably in appearance from those of
Asilidce, being long and slender and of apparently nineteen
segments. They are amphipneustic, and live in earth, sand
or rotting wood. The pupae are free.
0. Krober, Gen. Ins., Fasc. 148 (1913).
SCENOPINIDJE.
Window-flies.
Antennae three-jointed, without style or arista. Empodia
absent. Males usually holoptic.
Rather small flies, usually black and bare, often to be found
on windows.
The larvae are long and slender, showing apparently nineteen
segments, as in the Therevidce. They live in decaying fungi